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Uncut Stones for Altars and Obedience 
In “Finding the mountain of Moses: The real Mount Sinai in Saudi Arabia,” Mauro (2018) employs a comprehensive approach to revealing archaeological evidence, which shows the exact location of Mount Sinai. The major findings made by the researcher include the 12 altars made from uncut stones, the Cave of Elijah, the brook from the mountain, as well as the mountain’s black top. Besides the results of Mauro’s exploration, one of the most interesting aspect of his presentation involves the meaning using uncut stones for the 12 altars. The uncut stones symbolizes simple obedience, which God values and expects from his people. 
When Israelites crossed over to the Promised Land through River Jordan, Joshua led them in obeying God’s instruction by picking 12 simple stones from the bed of the river, building an altar for sacrifice. Crossing the river in question remained one of the key event their lives since it involved the fulfilment of God’s promise. By stepping to the Promised Land, Israel underwent a great deal of transformation, becoming an established nation. The significance of Jordan River was a reflection of crossing the Red Sea, which presented Israelites with the opportunity to enjoy the desired freedom from slavery in Egypt. Sensibly speaking, failure to follow God’s word or instruction to Moses and Joshua would have attracted severe punishment. For example, in Deuteronomy 27:5-7, God warned the Israelites from wielding any iron tool on the stones.
Although the Israelites’ peace offerings, rejoicing, sacrifices, and worship may have required the use of the finest gems to ordinary people, God chose otherwise. In fact, their greatest artisans in collaboration with leaders could have chosen and cut fine diamonds, rubies, as well as emeralds into the best altars. However, God was clear and concise in his instruction: simple uncut stones. In essence, God cared about small details, which required high-level obedience from the Israelites. The use of hewn stones would have profaned the altar (Exodus 20:25). Concisely, God would have not accepted sacrifices from unholy stones.
God understands the danger associated with man-made bricks, as well as cut stones. The moment God’s people rely on their human effort, they undermine his will in their lives. In this way, they become idolaters. In Isaiah 65:2-3, for instance, God says that the Israelites have ignored his mandate by offering their sacrifices among garden flowers, in addition to preferring brick altars to simple, uncut stones. In other words, they wanted to conduct worship in a manner that makes God’s instructions unnecessary. The Israelites failed to acknowledge and appreciate the fact that God desires the simplicity associated with an obedient heart.  
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